[Future directions in prophylaxis and treatment of venous thromboembolic disease].
Substantial changes in both the prevention and treatment of venous thromboembolism (VTE) can be expected in the near future. First, we should expand the prescription of thromboprophylaxis to acutely ill medical patients and improve the early detection of VTE in patients at high risk. The new antithrombotic drugs, which will shortly become available, will probably improve adherence to thromboprophylaxis. Future perspectives focus on better identification of which patients with acute pulmonary embolism may safely be treated at home, and on how to individually tailor antithrombotic therapy to VTE patients with special conditions.